HINCKLEY AND BOSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL
SCRUTINY COMMISSION
16 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 6.30 PM
PRESENT:

Cllr MR Lay - Chairman
Cllr C Ladkin and Cllr P Williams – Vice-Chairmen

Cllr JMT Collett, Cllr MJ Crooks, Cllr SM Gibbens, Cllr K Morrell, Cllr A Pendlebury and
Cllr R Webber-Jones
Also in attendance: Councillor CM Allen, Councillor RG Allen, Councillor KWP Lynch,
Councillor RB Roberts and Councillor HG Williams
Officers in attendance: Matthew Bowers, Bill Cullen, Malcolm Evans, Julie Kenny,
Rebecca Owen, Sharon Stacey and Ashley Wilson
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APOLOGIES AND SUBSTITUTIONS
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Cope and SheppardBools.

147

MINUTES
It was moved by Councillor Gibbens, seconded by Councillor Pendlebury and
RESOLVED – the minutes of the meeting held on 22 July be confirmed as
a correct record.

148

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No interests were declared.

149

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT UPDATE
Members were provided with an update on planning enforcement including staffing, case
numbers and relevant legislation.
Councillor Crooks entered the meeting at 6.32pm.
During discussion on the presentation, the following suggestions were made:






150

Preparation of a guide for developers to show how they should behave
Supporting recruitment by approaching the local police to encourage
recruitment amongst police officers due to retire
Consideration of reasons for losing staff and identification of any trends
Working with other authorities to increase resilience
An update be brought to the December meeting.

FIVE YEAR HOUSING LAND SUPPLY UPDATE
The Scrutiny Commission was updated on the five year housing land supply. It was
noted that all members had been sent the current position (4.46 years supply) and
annual report which had been finalised since preparation of the agenda. During
discussion, the following points were raised:
-53 -
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An application for Earl Shilton SUE was expected in October
The impact of the government’s planning reforms was currently unknown
The importance of infrastructure to enable development
Current difficulties in relation to inflation and lack of materials which made
it difficult for builders to start work
The importance of supporting the neighbourhood planning process.

DATE OF JUNE 2022 MEETING
It was agreed that the meeting scheduled for 2 June 2022 be moved to 9 June 2022.

152

MATTERS FROM WHICH THE PUBLIC MAY BE EXCLUDED
On the motion of Councillor Crooks seconded by Councillor Sheppard-Bools, it was
RESOLVED – in accordance with section 100A(4) of the Local
Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the following item of
business on the grounds that it involves the disclosure of exempt
information as defined in paragraphs 3 and 10 of Part I of Schedule 12A
of that Act.

153

HINCKLEY CRESCENT - UPDATE
Members were updated on the Crescent development including the background, positive
economic impacts and outcomes and current letting position. During presentation and
discussion, the following points were raised:







Smaller units had been easier to let than the larger ones
The number of other businesses attracted to the area due to the Crescent
which also increased income from business rates
The difficulty in calculating the specific financial return on investment due
to many factors including the approved objectives for the scheme and that
the financing of the project and loan was not directly linked as the loan
also supported some of the expenditure on the leisure centre project being
developed at the same time
The need to consider the success of the project against the council’s initial
ambitions and objectives for the site which were to transform and
regenerate the former run down bus station area, improve the retail and
leisure shopping offer and physical environment of this key gateway area
in the town and to generate new jobs.

The Executive member agreed to arrange for a breakdown of costs and return on
investment to be sent to members.

(The Meeting closed at 8.46 pm)

CHAIRMAN
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